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MRS. FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT congratulates Robert Bird on winning the 
Albert J. Lasker Medical Journalism award as Mrs. Mary Lasker looks on. 


Bird Wins Lasker Award for VD Series 


A series of six articles on rising VD 
rates among teenagers and adults in 
the U. S. won Robert S. Bird, New 
York Herald Tribune staff writer, 
the eighth annual Albert Lasker Medi- 
cal Journalism Award in the news- 
paper category. 

Mr. Bird worked closely with 
ASHA in gathering material for his 
articles. 

The award, given for outstanding 
reporting on medical research and 
public health during 1956 was pre- 
sented to Mr. Bird at a luncheon held 
by the Albert and Mary Lasker Foun- 
dation in New York City on May 1. 
Two other awards were given in the 
magazine and radio-television cate- 
gories. 


The awards jury cited Mr. Bird for 
the following achievements: 


e Focusing attention on public and 
official complacency which has per- 
mitted the venereal diseases to flare 
up as a renewed community threat 
dispite the availability of effective 
antibiotic cures.” 

e “Demonstrating the necessity of 
maintaining full-strength Federal-State 
public health programs as a basic de- 
fense against these insidious communi- 
cable diseases.” 

e “Relating the startling upsurge of 
venereal disease to its roots in the 
breakdown of home, church and school 
disciplines.” 


(Contiuued on page 3) 
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Launch VD Study 
In California 


The first in a series of pilot studies 
of sex behavior and venereal disease 
in teenagers sponsored by the Ameri- 
can Social Hygiene Association will 
be launched at the University of Cali- 
fornia in Los Angeles early this sum- 
mer. ; 

Dr. Martin Loeb, associate profes- 
sor of social welfare at UCLA, has been 
appointed to direct the west coast pilot 
study which will be conducted in an 
area of Los Angeles representing a 
wide range of socio-economic prob- 
lems. 

Among objectives set for the Cali- 
fornia study, which is expected to take 
a year for completion, are investiga- 
tions of teenagers’ attitudes towards 
sex and VD, teenage sex behavior pat- 
terns, and inquiries into the social 
cultural and psychological factors 
which may influence some teenagers 
toward promiscuity. 

Other pilot studies in the teenage 
VD study will be assigned to a uni- 
versity in the Midwest and one on 
the Eastern Seaboard. The validity 

(Continued on page 2) 


Council Elects Mather 


ASHA president Philip R. Mather 
was elected to his eighth term as treas- 
urer of the National Health Council 
at the annual meeting of delegates 
held in Cincinnati in March. 

Norvin C. Kiefer, M.D., chief medi- 
cal officer of The Equitable Life As- 
surance Society of the United States, 
was chosen president-elect, and Basil 
O’Connor, president-elect during the 
past year, succeeded Leona Baumgart- 
ner, New York City Health Commis- 
sioner, to the presidency. 

Newly elected secretary is Frank- 
lin M. Foote, director of the National 
Society for the Prevention of Blind- 
ness. 


AMERICAN 
VOL. 32, No. 5 PF 


Ohio Health Department Cites Bresher 


Dr. Jerome T. Bresher, president of the Dayton and Montgomery County 
Social Hygiene Association, has been presented with a plaque by the Ohio 
State Health Department for his “inspiring and outstanding’ work in a com- 


munity social hygiene project. 


The honor was conferred on Dr. Bresher at the Social Hygiene Day 
luncheon sponsored by the Dayton and Montgomery County Social Hygiene 


Society last month. Dr. Bresher led 
the society in developing a program 
of education and venereal disease con- 
trol in the city-county area. 


A principal speaker at the luncheon, 
Dr. Arthur E. Rikli, chief of special 
health services for region four of the 
Public Health Service, said that the 
VD program in Dayton and the nation 
as a whole is “far from solved,” and 
that there is substantial work yet to 
be done in the fields of research and 
education. 

“Education of children in the schools 
as to their social and family respon- 
sibilities must be put on a level with 
that of the instruction of their voca- 
tional responsibilities,” he said, “if the 
VD problem is to be stamped out.” 


ASHA associate executive director 
T. Lefoy Richman, who also spoke at 
the meeting, said that at a conserva- 
tive estimate more than 500 teenagers 
in the United States get venereal dis- 
ease every day. 


Terming our basic problem ignor- 
ance of the facts about the teenage 
group that gets VD, Mr. Richman 
called for research and study into the 
sexual attitudes and behavior of teen- 
agers as well as a look at factors in 
our society which may be generating 
the “morals revolt” of young people. 


Preceding the Social Hygiene Day 
Luncheon was an all-day Venereal 
Disease Seminar held in Dayton on 
April 17, to aid the general physician 
in application of “optimal” methods 
in the diagnosis and management of 
patients with venereal disease. 


Organizations sponsoring the sem- 
inar, which featured talks by prom- 
inent public health officials and physi- 


cians were: The Dayton and Mont- 


gomery County Social Hygiene Asso- 
ciation, the Montgomery County Me- 
dical Society, the Ohio Academy of 
General Practice, the Dayton Health 
Department and the Ohio Department 
of Health. 


Baby Boom Notes 


Babies are being born into in- 
creasingly younger families. 

And, says the Metropolitan 
Life Insurance Company, babies 
born in families where the hus- 
band is under 20 increased in 
number from about 40,000 in 
1940 to about 98,000 in 1955, an 
increase of more than 140 per 
cent. 

Even for married men age 
20-34 the rise in births exceeded 
60 per cent, the report says. 


Offer Health Students 
Taylor Scholarship 


The $500 Lester Taylor Memorial 
Scholarship sponsored by the Cleve- 
land Health Museum is available to 
any qualified graduate student inter- 
ested in school health education, visual 
methods in health education, or edu- 
cational work in museums. 

Address all requests for applications 
to Bruno Gebhard, M.D., director, 
Cleveland Health Museum, 8911 Eu- 
clid Avenue, Cleveland 6, Ohio. 


Family Life Workshop 
Held in Connecticut 


Theodore I. Lenn, Ph.D., associate 
professor of sociology at the Teachers 
College of Connecticut, will direct a 
workshop in family life education this 
summer under the co-sponsorship of 
the college and ASHA. 

The workshop, to be held from June 
24 through July 12 at the college in 
New Britain, Conn., is open to teach- 
ers, social agency personnel, nurses, 
and civic leaders. Three semester 
hours of credits on undergraduate or 
graduate level will be granted. 

Consultants and lecturers for the 
workshop include: Ralph G. Eckert, 
Ph.D., professor of family develop- 
ment, University of Connecticut; War- 
ren W. Fabyan, Ed.D., associate pro- 
fessor of Social Science, Teachers Col- 
lege of Connecticut; Mrs. Elizabeth S. 
Force, M.A., family life specialist, 
American Social Hygiene Association; 
and Rothe Hilger, M.A., executive di- 
rector, Family Service Society, Hart- 
ford, Conn. 

Others to staff the workshop are: 
Charles Messner, M.A., associate di- 
rector, Division of Education, ASHA; 
Louis E. Raths, Ph.D., professor of 
education, New York University; Ju- 
lian A. Sachs, M.D., of New Britain, 
and G. Montgomery Winship, M.D., 
psychiatrist, Grove Hill Clinic, New 
Britain. 

Further information can be ob- 
tained by writing to Dr. W. C. Lee, 
director Summer Session, Teachers 
College of Connecticut. 


ASHA Launches VD Study 


(Continued from page 1) 


of results will be tested in each area 
where studies are conducted. 

The project is being subsidized by 
$92,000 in grants from the Mary Rey- 
nolds Babcock Foundation of Winston- 
Salem, N. C., and the Child Welfare 
Foundation of The American Legion. 

Chairman of the steering committee 
for the teenage VD study is John Bee- 
ston, M.D., associate professor of pre- 
ventive medicine and public health, 
UCLA. 

Committee members are: Dr. J. M. 
Bobbitt, chief, Professional Services 
Branch, National Institute of Mental 
Health; M. Norman Orgel, M.D., St. 
Louis, Mo.; Randel Shake, director, 
National Child Welfare Division, The 
American Legion; Dr. Johannes Stu- 
art, program management officer, VD 


Program, U. S. Public Health Service; 
Dr. John W. M. Whiting, Harvard Uni- 
versity anthropologist; Mrs. Christine 
Robb Thompson, psychiatric social 
worker, Manhattan Society for Men- 
tal Health; and T. Lefoy Richman, as- 
sociate executive director, American 
Social Hygiene Association. 
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City’s VD Rises; 
Fund Cuts Blamed 


A Chattanooga, Tenn., health offi- 
cial charged recently that a cut in 
federal funds resulted in a sharp rise 
in VD rates in his city. 


In a Chattanooga Times story, 
Dr. A. J. Von Werssowetz, in charge 
of the VD program, said that the city 
reported more infectious syphilis in 
the last six months than for the entire 
previous year. 


He said his staff was “whittled to 


the bone” and couldn’t make neces- 
sary and needed investigations. 


“One missed cased can result in 200 
new outbreaks,’ Dr. Von Werssowetz 
said. 

Where once he had a staff of 30 
persons he now has only five, he 7e- 
ported. The office hours have been 
slashed accordingly. 

Should the department relax con- 
trol of syphilis, Dr. Von Werssowetz 
said, the city would have an epidemic 
similar to one ten years ago when 
Chattanooga and the nation marked 
up their highest disease rate in his- 
tory. 


Lasker Award 
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e “Remarkably effective translation 
of statistical findings into human 
terms, impressing the public with its 
personal stake in vigilantly applying 
the findings of medical research 
towards the elimination of venereal 
diseases.” 

Other winners of the nation-wide 
competition were Roland H. Berg, 
medical and science editor of Look 
Magazine, who was given the maga- 
zine category award for his article, 
“The State of the Nation’s Health,” 
published in April, 1956; and the Pub- 
lic Affairs Department, Columbia 
Broadcasting System and_ Station 
WCBS-TV, New York, for the docu- 
mentary television productions, “Out 
of Darkness” and “The Wassaic Story,” 
dealing with mental illness and men- 
tal retardation, respectively. 


Prizes accompanying the Lasker 
awards consist of $2,000, illuminated 
scrolls, and silver statuettes of the 
Winged Victory of Samothrace, sym- 
bolizing victory over death and dis- 


ease. 


Anthropologist Speaks at Luncheon 


DR. GERARD A. DeOREO, chairman of the Cleveland Joint Social Hygiene 
Committee is shown with Dr. Ethel J. Alpenfels, New York University anthro- 
pologist who was principal speaker at recent luncheon marking Social Hygiene 
Day. Hundreds of community leaders attended the event which was sponsored 
by the Committee, the Cleveland Council of PTA, the Cleveland Division of 
Health, the Health Museum and the city’s Mental Health and Family Health 


Associations. 


Health Workers Meet on Premarital Exams 


Public Health workers representing 
the New England and Middle Atlantic 
States met in Boston recently in an 
attempt to make it easier for people 
of one of the states in the area to 
marry in another. 

Although the delegates could see no 
serious obstacles in early arrange- 
ments for reciprocal acceptance of 
blood tests among the various states, 
development of standard premarital 
medical certificates will take some 
time since changes in existing pre- 
marital examination laws would be re- 
quired. 

Changes agreed upon which would 
be desirable in formulating a_ uni- 
form Pre-marital Examination Law 
for the area were: 


e Medical examination consisting of 
a screening blood test for syphilis 
followed by a thorough medical ex- 
amination if the test is positive. 

e Serologic tests for syphilis to be 
performed by approved laboratories. 


e Thirty days to be the maximum 
time blood tests would be valid for 
marriage certificates. 


e Medical certificates to be signed by 
any physician registered or licensed 
to practice in any state, District of 
Columbia or territory of the United 
States as well as commissioned medi- 
cal officers on duty with the armed 
forces or the U. S. Public Health 
Service, and qualified physicians prac- 
ticing in Canada. 


e If there should be imminence of 
death to either party to the marriage, 
or imminent termination of pregnancy, 
a marriage certificate could be issued 
upon the request of a minister, rabbi, 
priest or attending physician. 


e The waiting period for marriage 
to be three days after the blood test 
is taken. 


Massachusetts Reports Activities 

The annual report of the Massa- 
chusetts Society for Social Hygiene 
tallies 110 lectures on VD control and 
family life education, given to church, 
hospital and civic groups in the Boston 
area last year. 

President of the Massachusetts So- 
ciety is Dugald S. Arbuckle, Ph.D. 
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~_._.THE WONDERFUL STORY OF HOW YOU 


Reading Suggestions for the Entire 


Family .. . WERE BORN. 
(Gruenberg.) $2.00. Illustrated. For boys and 

PAMPHLETS : girls aged 7 to 10. 

___THE GIFT OF LIFE. ___THE ADOLESCENT. 
25¢. Picture booklet to help parents answer (Farnham). $3.00. Short, readable discussion 
questions about being born. of adolescents. For parents. 

ENJOY YOUR CHILD—AGES 1, 2 AND 3. ___FACTS OF LIFE AND LOVE FOR TEEN-AGERS. 
25¢. Emphasizes normal parent-child relation- (Duvall.) $3.50. Explains the physical aspects 
ships. of growing up. 

HOW TO DISCIPLINE YOUR CHILDREN. ____THE HAPPY FAMILY. 
25¢. Ideas and suggestions for parents of pre- (Levy & Munroe.) $3.50. Emphasizes the 
adolescents. emotional development of the individual and its 
_ SEX BEHAVIOR AND SEX INTEREST IN effects on his marriage. For young adults. 
CHILDREN. 


10¢. Questions asked by children from early 
childhood through adolescence. 

__KEEPING UP WITH TEEN-AGERS. AMERICAN SOCIAL HYGIENE ASSOCIATION 
25¢. Helps you understand the problems your 1790 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 
teen-agers face. y 


___ YOUR OWN STORY. Please send me the items I’ve checked. | enclose 
50¢. How a baby develops and is born. To be 
read by parents and children jointly. 


___LIFE WITH BROTHERS AND SISTERS. 

50¢. Helpful hints for boys and girls aged 10 

___.UNDERSTANDING SEX. 


___._DATES AND DATING. 


___BEHAVIOR IN COURTSHIP. 
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